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Declaration of Government Participants
Future Forum 2025: Sustaining Food Systems & Nutrition — Securing Futures.
Bridging Nations, Transforming Nutrition

Phnom Penh, Cambodia -21%* February 2025

We, the government representatives gathered at the Future Forum from 16% to
215 February 2025 in Siem Reap and Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia, reaffirm our
commitment to transforming our agriculture and food systems to be more resilient,
sustaining, inclusive, climate-smart, and equitable to provide food security and healthy
diets for all. Recognizing the urgent collaboration to solve the challenges posed by
climate change, food insecurity, resource degradation, hidden costs of food systems,
and economic inequality, we emphasize the need for coordinated action at national,
regional, and global levels.

The Future Forum: Sustaining Food Systems— Securing Futures, Bridging
Nations, Transforming Nutrition has provided a valuable platform to share experiences,
build and strengthen partnerships, and foster dialogue between governments from
Asia, Africa, and beyond. The title reflects our belief that "futures” represents the
multiple potential pathways for food systems and nutrition to evolve. It emphasizes our
commitment to securing not just one future, but a range of sustainable futures of
young generation each shaped by proactive policies and collaborative efforts.

We actively choosing "sustaining" over "sustainable" highlights the ongoing,
active process of maintaining and supporting food systems and nutrition over time. It
is not just an end goal but a continuous effort that requires adaptation, care, and
dynamic actions to face emerging challenges. This aligns with our commitments to
secure long-term food security and well-being through active, coordinated, and
sustained initiatives.

1. Our Shared Vision

We are united in our vision of food systems that:
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Ensure accessible, affordable, quality, safe, and diversified, local nutritious food
for all,

Promote sustainable agricultural value chains that protect natural resources,
biodiversity, and the environment, Enhance the resilience of farmers and rural
communities to climate change and economic shocks,

Create decent livelihoods through inclusive value chains and market
opportunities,

Foster peace and security as fundamental pillars for sustaining national,
regional, and global development.

Rooted in mutual respect, equality, accountability, and unity in diversity, we believe

that "If you want to go fast, go alone; if you want to go far, go together" — a

principle that reflects our shared commitment to long-term, collective progress.

2. Commitments to Action

Guided by the discussions of the Future Forum, we commit to:

Strengthening climate-resilient agriculture, including through the adoption of
climate-smart practices and the promotion of regenerative agriculture,

Facilitating access to carbon markets in agriculture (Carbon Agriculture),
forestry, and other land use to create new income opportunities for farmers
while contributing to emissions reductions,

Awareness raising and reducing food loss and waste across the value chain, from
production to consumption,

Promoting diversified and nutritious diets, including support for biofortification
and food fortification initiatives that respect cultural values and consumer
preferences,

Integrating social behaviour change (SBC) where relevant, and advocacy
strategies to influence food choices, farming practices, and resource
management for long-term impact,

Leveraging digital technologies to enhance data-driven decision-making,
improve productivity, and improve access to knowledge and markets for all
stakeholders.

Mobilizing financing for agricultural and food systems transformation.

We recognize the dual challenge of achieving climate goals while ensuring

economic growth to reduce poverty. Agriculture and food systems offer one of the

greatest potentials to achieve both — reducing greenhouse gas emissions while driving

economic development, particularly for countries most vulnerable to climate change.
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Balancing these priorities requires a holistic approach to achieve SDGs, pursued

simultaneously, particularly the goals of poverty reduction, eliminating hunger,

promoting good health and well-being, and reducing greenhouse gas (GHG)

emissions. Agriculture and food systems offer a unique opportunity to meet these

interconnected objectives, supporting not just sustainable futures but actively

sustaining them through continuous efforts.

3. Strengthening Policy and Governance

We recognize the importance of strong institutions and effective governance in

achieving sustaining food systems. We commit to:

Enhancing multi-sectoral coordination and collaboration (policies/strategies) at
global, regional, national, and sub-national levels, that addresses explicitly also
the interconnectedness of food, health and nutrition, environment, climate
change, and social protection.

Integrating nutrition-sensitive approaches into national and sub-national
development and investment planning from all stakeholders,

Improving nationwide monitoring and evaluation systems, research, and data
collection, including digital tools, to track progress effectively, identify gaps and
improve the design and implementation of food systems and nutrition

Empowering and strengthening the capacities of communities at all levels,
particularly women, youth, and vulnerable groups in sustainable food
production, processing, marketing, and consumption.

Aligning national policies and strategies with global and regional frameworks,
including the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris
Agreement, the United Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS), the Conference
of the Parties (COP) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, United Nations Convention on Biodiversity (UNCBD), and the Scaling
Up Nutrition Movement outcomes.

4. Partnerships for Sustaining Futures

We emphasize the critical role of partnerships in driving change. We commit to:

Fostering global and South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC) to
exchange knowledge, innovations, and best practices,

Strengthening public-private partnerships (PPP) to develop sustaining value
chains, guided by robust rules and regulations,

Engaging with civil society, women, youth, vulnerable groups, academia, and
local communities to ensure inclusive and participatory approaches,
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e Leveraging existing national priorities and programs through collaboration with
development partners, acknowledging their role in facilitating climate-related
food and agriculture initiatives.

5. The Way Forward

The Future Forum 2025 is not the conclusion but the beginning of a long journey
to renew the collective effort. We commit to:

e Advancing the outcomes of this forum through global, regional, and national
processes, including the UNFSS, N4G, COP, SUN Movement and ASEAN
platforms,

e Ensuring that the voices and experiences shared at the Future Forum are
reflected in global, regional, and national dialogues on agriculture, food
systems, food security and nutrition, climate change, and sustainable
development.

We believe that agriculture and food are more than just economic activities — they
are expressions of cultural heritage, binding communities through shared traditions
and knowledge. By valuing these connections, we can reduce non-communicable
diseases (NCDs), promote healthier societies, and free up resources for education,
infrastructure, and innovation.

As we prepare for the next era of the digital revolution, including the growth of
artificial intelligence, virtual reality, and advanced technologies, we recognize that
healthy minds need healthy food and healthy bodies. A strong, well-nourished
population is the foundation for the next generation of leaders, innovators, and
changemakers.

We express our gratitude to the Royal Government of Cambodia, the Federal
Republic of Germany, the European Union, especially the Council for Agricultural and
Rural Development, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Cambodia,
and GIZ, and all partners who contributed to the success of the Future Forum 2025.
Together, we will go further by transforming our agriculture and food systems to be
more resilient, sustainable, inclusive, climate-smart, and equitable, for generations to
come.

Adopted in Phnom Penh, 215 February 2025
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ANEX 1: Participant list

No | Country Name Number of Participant
1 Cambodia 30

2 Laos 1

3 Vietnam 2

4 Philippines 1

5 India 2

6 Zambia 2

7 Indonesia 3
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